
half of the school year the  

 GVA PTO has many more 

activities planned.  There will 

be restaurant fundraisers at 

CiCiôs Pizza, Joeôs Crab 

Shack, Sweet Tomatoes, 

Panda Express and Chuck E 

Cheese. The Frozen Food 

Fundraiser will end on Feb 16 

with the products delivered 

on March 23rd and a reward 

party will be held before the 

end of the school year for 

everyone who sold at least 

one item. 
 

There will be a Movie Night 

fundraiser on Feb 19 to bene-

fit Haiti and a Book Fair at 

Barnes & Nobel showcasing 

Mr. Gilletteôs talented ensem-

bles. The French Cultural 

Night will be held on March 

5th and a Spanish Cultural 

Night On April 30. 
 

Nominations for the 2010ð

2011 GVA PTO Board will 

be taken starting April 20. 

The 2009ð2010 PTO 

Board of Directors have 

been very busy this school 

year with fundraising and 

community building activi-

ties at GVA. 
 

This year the GVA PTO 

held restaurant fundraisers at 

CiCiôs Pizza, Chuck E. 

Cheese and Panda Express 

raising approx. $500. 

 

In October the GVA PTO 

held the ever popular Fall 

Festival/Carnival with re-

cord attendance and had the 

most successful Scholastic 

Book Fair in GVA history.  

The Book Fair grossed 

$6,315 which was enough to 

purchase a  Smartboard with 

the net proceeds.  During the 

Book Fair a classroom door 

decorating contest was held 

and the top winners were 

given a pizza or ice cream 

party and the rest of the 

school was given pencils.  

In December the Butterbraid 

sales raised approx. $3,000.  

As of January the GVA PTO 

has donated a little over 

$10,000 toward the purchase 

of Smartboards which has 

helped to put Smartboards in 

all but 4 classrooms. 

 

In addition to the fundraising 

activities the GVA PTO has 

held a Movie Night, monthly 

Coffee with Christina, a used 

clothing sale and a very suc-

cessful Chinese Cultural 

Night with over 300 in atten-

dance. 
 

The GVA PTO has also rec-

ognized our teachers and 

staff by giving turkeys & gift 

cards to all staff during the 

holidays, bringing in lunch 

during conferences, provid-

ing dinner during the Book 

Fair and handing out treats  

on the 100th Day of School.   

  

As we move into the 2nd 
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KEY DATES:  

 

Feb. 16ðFrozen Food Sale- 

      ORDERS DUE 

 

Feb. 16ðPTO Meeting - 6PM 

 

Feb 17 & 18 - CSAP Testing -  

                   3rd grade reading 

 

Feb. 17ðGVA Board of  

     Directorôs Meeting - 6:45PM 

 

Feb. 19ðCoffee w/Christina 

                       ï 8:15AM 

 

Feb. 19ðMovie NightðBenefit          

     for Haiti - 6PM 

 

Feb 24ðLiteracy Night with 

 Cindy Lunsford - 6PM 

 

Feb 25ðPTO Fundraiser at      

    Joeôs Crab Shack 

 

Feb 26ðInternational Day ð    

    Peru 

 

March 1 - 19ðCSAPðGrades 3-7 

 

March 2ðDr. Seussô Birthday 

 

March 5ðFrench Cultural    

       Night - 6:30PM 

 

March 11ð3rd Quarter ends 

 

March 12ðNo schoolï teacher       

                      work day 

 

March 16ðPTO Meeting-6PM 

 

March 17ðChuck E Cheese     

         Fundraiser 

 
March 17ðGVA Board of   

  Directorôs Meeting - 6:45PM 

 

March 19ðCoffee w/Christina  

 - 8:15AM 

 

March 26ðInternational Day -              

                  Kazakhstan 

 

March 29 - April 2 - Spring Break 

The Chinese Cultural Night took place on February 3rd, with almost 300 in attendance it 

was an awesome event!  Big thank you to Christy & Charlie Cummings & the GVA PTO for  

orchestrating the event. Shown here are Kindergarten students from Ms. Wangôs class (L to 

R) Duke Green, Devon Enyeart, Gavin Geiger, Jack Nakashima, dancing. 
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community that includes pro-

fessional resources and profes-

sional development opportuni-

ties, support for developing a 

partnership with a school in 

China, and scholarships and 

placements for teachers, stu-

dents, and school administra-

tors to participate in China-

based educational programs.  

 

The Asia Society searched for 

schools and districts that have 

the potential to be exemplary 

programs, and have the energy, 

interest, and capacity to partici-

pate in a range of activities 

with other members of the na-

tional Network, their partner 

school in China, and with their 

local and regional communi-

ties. 

 

The characteristics of a Confu-

cius Classroom are: 

¶ High-quality Chinese lan-

guage program. 

¶ Commitment to continue 

improving quality and to 

make the program long 

term. 

¶ Strong leadership and 

local support 

¶ Willing to act as a model/

assistance center for the 

region.                                                                           

 

 GVA AWARDED òCONFUCIUS CLASSROOMó BY ASIA SOCIETY SSOCISOCIETY    
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Over 147 schools and districts 

throughout the nation applied 

for the status of Confucius 

Classroom.  The competition 

was fierce, but GVA was one 

of 20 schools to receive the 

status.  Many thanks to Kate 

Blanas, GVA World Language 

Coordinator, for writing the 

application. 
 

The Confucius Classroom 

Network is sponsored by the 

HanBan Asia Society.  Mem-

bers of the Network receive an 

annual grant for a three-year 

period to implement a project 

designed to expand or enhance 

their Chinese language pro-

gram, membership in an online  

¶ Vision and capacity to 

partner with a school in 

China to enhance lan-

guage and culture learn-

ing, as well as profes-

sional and leadership 

development. 

¶ Organizer of cultural 

activities. 
 

GVA is very honored to have 

been awarded this status and 

included in the Confucius 

Classroom Network. 

 

The $30,000 grant, over 3 

years, will be used to develop 

and initially fund the 8th 

grade travel program. 

GVA STUDENT TAKES SILVER  

Marcus Risley (middle front row), a second 

grade student at GVA earned the silver medal in 

his sparring division (8-9 Green Belt Flyweight) 

at the US Junior National Taekwondo champion-

ships this past summer. Marcus defeated every-

one in his division before losing a heartbreaker 4 

to 5 in the finals. 

 

Taekwondo is part of the GVA afterschool En-

core Program and classes are open to all students. 

Marcus began Taekwondo with the Global Vil-

lage Academy team two years ago and has won 

13 of his last 15 matches in competition. He is 

now only 4 ranks away from earning his black 

belt. 

STAR TALK SUMMER IMMERSIAN CAMP RETURNS  
 

GVA has been awarded a 

2010 STARTALK grant in 

the amount of $100,000 to 

be used for a language im-

mersion summer camp. 

 

 STARTALK is a program 

of the National  Foreign 

Language Center at the 

University of Maryland.  

STARTALKôs overall mis-

sion is to increase the num-

ber of Americans learning, 

speaking, and teaching   

critical need foreign lan-

guages by offering creative 

and engaging summer 

learning experiences for 

students (K-16) and inno-

vative professional devel-

opment. 
 

The Chinese and Spanish 

immersion camp will run 

9AM - 1PM June 21 - 25 

and with the help of Sci-

ence Matters and Mr. 

McNicholas will  

incorporate science and math 

instruction. 

 

The student fee is $30 for the 

week.  Registration will open 

on February 15th and  regis-

tration applications and par-

ent consent form can be 

found on the GVA website at 
www.globalvillageacademy.org

both forms are required for 

enrollment. 



some Italian. 
 

Mr. Sabatto came from a 

family of teachers, but 

originally wanted to be a 

veterinarian.  Unfortu-

nately that idea was cut 

short when he fainted in 

class at the sight of blood. 

 

Mr. Sabatto really enjoys 

his students and feels they 

have no limitations to 

learning it all depends on 

their motivation. 

 

In his spare time, Mr. 

Sabatto enjoys watching 

science fiction and action 

movies and playing with 

his daughter. 

WELCOME MR. SABATTO 

Welcome Mr. Nelson Sabatto 

as Global Village Academyôs 

newest Spanish Immersion 

teacher.  Mr. Sabatto is origi-

nally from Ecuador and has 

been teaching K-12 ESL for 

over 15 years. 

 

He moved to Aurora with his 

wife Betty and 5 month old 

daughter Gianna from North 

Carolina.  He was interested 

in the cultural diversity of 

GVA after his friend Veron-

ica Garrido encouraged him 

to apply for an opening. 

 

Mr. Sabatto holds a Masterôs 

Degree from the State Uni-

versity of Ecuador and is 

fluent in Spanish and knows 

PARENT  

SURVEY DUE! 

 

The School Advisory 

Committee has devel-

oped the 2009-2010 

Parent Survey to 

gather input from 

parents to be put in 

the School Improve-

ment Plan.   

 

You can find a link to 

the survey on the 

front page of the GVA  

website at 

www.globalvillageacademy.org. 
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It is hard to believe that we are well into 

the second half of the school year!  As a 

gardener, I love the anticipation of 

spring and the rebirth of plant life, warm 

days, and freshly grown fruits and vege-

tables.  Schools, like the seasons, have 

cycles, and GVA is no different.  We are 

now in our third year and have many 

milestones that we can use as indicators 

of our growth as learning community.   

 

The Aurora Public School District will 

be voting on their staffôs recommenda-

tion to offer GVA a five year charter 

renewal on February 16th during their 

evening Board meeting.  This is an im-

portant milestone as it will allow us to 

move forward in Capital construction 

planning and expansion on our current 

campus.  Another milestone is fi-

nances.  While much of the state is in 

serious crisis, GVA has a positive fund 

balance, and is still in a growth pattern 

that will help ease us over most of the 

challenges of these tough economic 

times.  We will not need to cut pro-

grams, and will be able to keep all the 

current positions we have in the 

school.  Given that many districts are 

cutting salaries, moving to furlough days 

and other cost cutting measures, we at 

GVA feel confident in our financial 

 

 

Mr. Hiltonôs Class Supports Haiti 
Mr. Hiltonôs first grade Spanish class helped support 

Haiti by doing well on their spelling test.  

 

After a parent gave a presentation to the class on how 

she helped adoptive families get their children out of 

Haiti, Mr. Hilton told to the class that for every word 

spelled correctly on the spelling test he would donated 

$1 dollar to Haiti. 
 

The students did very well and Mr. Hilton donated $200 

to the American Red Cross for Haiti. 

Letter from the Principal - Ms. Burton 

position if we continue to save 

and hold to a conservative 

budget.  For this reason, we 

are asking our parents to send 

in copying paper, one of the 

only areas in our current 

2010  budget where we have 

exceeded the planned ex-

penses.    

 

GVA continues to be recog-

nized nationally for our lan-

guage programs.  See the arti-

cles in this issue about the 

Confucius Classroom award 

and the award of $100,000 for 

the STARTALK teacher train-

ing and summer language 

camps for Chinese and Span-

ish.   

 

Finally, we are excited about 

taking our CSAPôs for this 

year as much work has gone 

into literacy and supporting 

non-proficient students. Many 

thanks to Cindy Lunsford, our 

literacy coach and her team of 

teachers and aides, and to Te-

neshia Taylor, our Dean for 

working with students through 

the response to intervention  

program, particularly around school culture and cli-

mate.  Please be sure to prepare your third graders to 

take the CSAP Feb 17th and 18th by preparing a healthy 

breakfast and ensuring that they have a good nights 

sleep.   

 

As we move into the final months of the school year, 

Iôd like to take a moment to sincerely thank the current 

PTO leadership, for all their support in getting 

SMARTBOARDS into classrooms.  This technology is 

so important for learning, particularly in our immersion 

classrooms.  Also, a huge thank you to the Board of 

Directorôs, under the direction of Kirk Loadman-

Copeland for their support and leadership in making us 

a world class school. 

Gifts for Costa Rica 

In December GVA held a toy drive to collect gifts for 

our sister school in Chavez, Costa Rica.  GVA parent 

Burt Rabuck delivered 12 boxes of toys on December 

20th for a Feliz Navidad party at the school in Chavez, 

Costa Rica. Thank you to all who donated! 
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All over the country, it seems, schools, 
districts, and even local, state, and fed-
eral governments are vocal about  
making sure all students have a com-
mon set of literacy standards and ñno 
child is left behindò.  What is literacy 
and how does it relate to state and na-
tional standards?  
      

Colorado State Reading and Writing 
Standards are under a slight revision 
process but letôs look at what we are 
expecting our students to know and be 
able to do: 
 

Standard I: Oral Expression and Lan-
guage Study. Oral communication is 
the key from the building blocks of 
speaking, responding, and conversa-
tion in kindergarten to preparing and 
presenting orally in the upper grades. 
 

Standard II: Reading for All Purposes. 
Skill to read words, sentences, para-
graphs, and books of all types is em-
phasized. Read and comprehend a 
variety of texts from poetry to autobiog-
raphy. Acquire both the vocabulary and 
skill to understand all texts. 

 

Standard III : Writing and Composition.  
 
    .  

Students learn to use the writing proc-
ess (brainstorm ideas, plan, draft, re-
vise and edit) to write for a variety of 
purposes and audiences. Grammar, 
usage, and punctuation are taught at 
each grade level. 
 

Standard IV: Research and Reason-
ing. As students read and write for 
information, they learn to gather and 
interpret information from different 
sources. Gradually, they are prepared 
to share findings, engage in the shar-
ing of ideas and concepts. 
      

When we look at our young kinder-
garteners, this task seems daunting, 
to say the least. However, all of these 
language literacy skills build over time 
in both difficulty and sophistication.  
They constantly spiral through the 
curriculum and even scaffold one an-
other as students progress from grade 
level to grade level. The Colorado 
Student Assessment Program, or 
CSAP, is based on student profi-
ciency in these four areas.   
 
Please join me on February 24 at 
6PM for Literacy Night as we ex-
plore the fundamentals of develop-
ing writing skills.  

From the Literacy Coachôs Corneré Cindy Lunsford  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

March 2nd is Dr. Seussô  

Birthday!  

 

Thanks to the terrific idea 

from 3rd grader Laura Bren-

nan, GVA will be celebrating 

Dr. Seussô Birthday in a big 

way.  March 2nd students can 

wear Dr. Seuss hats, shirts, 

socks or dress like a Dr. Seuss 

character instead of wearing 

their uniform.  The GVA Mar-

ket Place will be selling Dr. 

Seuss T-shirts and other items. 

Cake will be served to all stu-

dents in the afternoon.  Join 

Laura and other fellow GVA 

students in remembering a lit-

erary legend. 

Bank in Cherry Creek to participate in 

International Towne. Seventy six stu-

dents, five GVA teachers, and about 

seven parent volunteers, as well as, In-

ternational Towne staff members helped 

the students run their own coun-

tries.  Students spent over two months 

in the classroom learning about global 

trade and economics which they put into 

practice on this educational field 

trip.  Students played the roles of Coun-

try Presidents, Finance Ministers, Cus-

tom Agents, Tribunal Members, Peace 

Keepers, and Artisans.  Each student 

received a ñsalaryò in their regionôs cur-

rency which they had to exchange at the 

bank when they needed to purchase 

something. The students learned a lot 

and had a great time. Our thanks to Mr. 

McNicholas, Ms. Yu, Young Ameri-

canôs Bank, and the parent volunteers  

who made this a great experience. 

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS SPEND DAY AT  

INTERNATIONAL TOWNE  
The GVA six and seventh grade classes recently went to the Young American 



DECEMBER INTERNATIONAL DAY  

NIGERIA  
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OCTOBER INTERNATIONAL DAY  

PORTUGAL  
 

For International Day in October GVA 

celebrated Portugal. Ms. Pearlman, GVA 

Librarian, Skyped in a friend from Portu-

gal and the students were able to ask him 

questions about school life when he was 

a boy. 

 

(From L to R) Alexandra Ronacher, Sa-

vannah Coble, Elinor Nethery, Lily Hau-

gan and Margaret Hug from Village 

Square performed a song from Portugal. 

NOVEMBER INTERNATIONAL 

DAY - SOUTH KOREA  

 

In November, GVA celebrated South 

Korea at the International Assembly.  

A big thank you to Ms. Bacalso-Yu 

for organizing the assembly. 

 

Village Square students, Claire McKee 

and Seneca Lamphier dance in tradi-

tional South Korea dress. 

 

The December International Assembly celebrated 

Nigeria.  Thanks to Ms. Taylor for sharing some 

family stories from Nigeria and Ms. Quinn for 

sharing Nigerian artwork. 



JANUARY INTERNATIONAL DAY       

JAPAN  

A big thank you to Ms. Madrid for organizing the 

January International Assembly celebrating Japan.  

Ms. Dilek Eccles from the Japanese American Soci-

ety gave a presentation on a day in the life of a Japa-

nese child.  Laura Brennan (left), one of  dances the 

Japanese fan dance.  Below, Christy Surrentu, Tracy 

Bonsu, Francesca Rossi and Karolina Barrantes dance 

the Cha Cha Slide. 

French Cultural Night 
Join GVA PTO and the GVA French Vil-
lage Ambassador, ReGina Gomez as we 
celebrate France, Friday, March 5th from 
6:30PM - 8:00PM.  French cuisine will be 
served starting at 5:30PM.  You may re-
serve a space for dinner at $6 per person.  
There will be pastries for sale, entertain-
ment and a puppet show for the kids. 

Spanish Cultural Night 
Join GVA PTO and the GVA 
Spanish Village Ambassador, Maria 
Jimenez Correa as we celebrate His-
panic culture, Friday, April 30th 
from 6:30PM - 8:00PM. There will 
be dinner for sale at $6 each, enter-
tainment and piñatas for the kids. 

GVA SCIENCE FAIR  
The GVA Science Fair took place on January 22nd.  A 

big thank you to Myles McNicholas, 7th grade teacher,  

parent volunteers,  and Science Matters Coach, Collin 

Sasaki.  Above from L to R - Ronke Adebayo, Sam 

Omadio, Gillian Vetten and Right from L to R - Shai 

Vigil, Diego Diaz and Alexa Guerra Rivera display 

their work.  


