
With the help of her teacher, Mr. 

Rabuck went to the studentôs 

home and brought uniforms for 

her to wear so that she could 

attend school.  

      Mr. Rabuck had the honor of 

watching the students of La 

Chavez open the letters from 

GVA.  The students were very 

grateful and feel they now have 

friends in the United States.  Mr. 

Rabuck hopes that the GVA 

Spanish Village will adopt the 

students of La Chavez as their 

sister school so that each student 

can have a pen pal and possibly 

collect donations to send to the 

students. ñ I want to thank Mrs. 

Murilloôs class for writing letters 

to the students in Costa Rica, for 

it is about the children and how 

we can make a difference in their 

livesò says Rabuck. 

The students in Mrs. 

Murilloôs 3rd/4th Spanish   

class have made some long 

distance friends.  Through 

the help of Burt Rabuck, a 

parent of a GVA student, 

Mrs. Murilloôs class is able 

to communicate with stu-

dents in the small town of 

La Chavez in Costa Rica.  

Mr. Rabuck became inter-

ested in the students of La 

Chavez when the airline 

that he flies for started trav-

eling to Costa Rica,  Mrs. 

Murillo was born in Costa 

Rica so it was a perfect 

partnership.  

    There are about 130 stu-

dents in grades K-6 in La 

Chavez.  The school gets 

very little help from the 

government and the staff is 

limited so half of the stu-

dents attend school in the 

morning and half attend in 

the afternoon.  The students 

have no crayons and must 

share pencils and books. 

The school has one com-

puter that is very old and 

they are trying to get inter-

net service but it is limited. 

     Mr. Rabuck has person-

ally donated used books 

and clothing for the stu-

dents.  The students wear 

uniforms to school and 

when they canôt afford uni-

forms they donôt go to 

school.  While in Costa 

Rica, Mr. Rabuck heard of 

one such student who could 

no longer afford uniforms.  
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KEY DATES:  

Sept. 24 - Oct. 12th - Playground 

Fundraiser (Mary Kay) 

 

Oct. 14th - 17th - Scholastic 

Book Fair 

 

Oct. 16th - Coffee w/ Christina 

8:15AM  - Meet the Dean of  

Students Teneshia Taylor 

 

Oct. 17th - PTO Fall Festival 

 

Oct. 20th - PTO Meeting 

 

Oct. 21st - Board of Trustees 

Meeting 

 

Oct. 23rd - International Day - 

Portugal 

 

Oct. 23rd - CiCiôs Pizza PTO 

Fundraiser 

 

Nov. 2nd - Nov. 18th - Butter 

Braids PTO Fundraiser 

GVA 1st Graders in the Community 

Mrs. Garrido's, 1st Grade Spanish class 

gained some real life experience by con-

necting with the residents of Garden 

Plaza Retirement Home.  The students 

brought handmade cards and gifts to 

share with the residents and they all en-

joyed a snack together.  The students 

will continue to communicate with their 

new friends throughout the school year 

and have invited them to come and visit 

GVA. 

GVA  

Picture 

Day 

October 1,   

Free 

Dress 



advance from elementary 

school through high school and 

on to college. 

     Grant monies will enable 

GVA, to develop a program 

designed to address the critical 

shortfalls that hinder studentsô 

ability to reach advanced levels 

of proficiency in Chinese as a 

second language and curricu-

lum work will be expanded to 

include Spanish and French. 

Key elements of the program 

will include 1) expanding 

GVAôs current language im-

mersion program into a model 

that can be replicated at other 

schools, 2) partnering with the 

Community College of Aurora 

(CCA) and Aurora Public 

School District (APS) to offer 

Chinese language courses that 

will be open to eligible high 

school students wishing to 

participate in concurrent en-

rollment (meaning they earn 

high school and college credits 

simultaneously), 3) imple-

menting American Council on 

the Teaching of Foreign Lan-

guagesô (ACTFL) perform-

ance assessments to ensure 

that students are on track to 

reaching advanced proficiency 

levels and 4) providing teach-

ers with intensive professional 

development and creating a 

customized alternative   

  GVA NATIONAL MODEL FOR TEACHING MANDARIN  
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The Mandarin Chinese lan-

guage is deemed one of the 

critical languages to the 

United Statesô national secu-

rity and GVA has been 

awarded a five-year, $1.4 

million Foreign Language 

Assistance Program (FLAP) 

grant by the U.S. Department 

of Education to strengthen 

the level of knowledge and 

proficiency in this critical 

language.  In order for a 

school to receive the FLAP 

grant their program must be 

designed to enable successful 

students to achieve a superior 

level of proficiency in the 

critical language as they    

International Day ðPanama 
On August 28th GVA celebrated Pa-
nama during International Day.  Ms. 
Burton grew up in Panama and told 
stories from her childhood, 1st 
grade Spanish teacher, Mr. Hilton 

GVA National Model -  Continued  

in later grades so that language and academic skills complement 

and reinforce each other. Most programs do not provide sufficient 

time for real proficiency to develop ï students under our program 

will receive nearly 5800 hours of Chinese language exposure and 

instruction by grade 8, without sacrificing core academic content.ò 

      ñThe Community College of Aurora looks forward to collabo-

rating with Global Village Academy and Aurora Public Schools to 

create a pipeline for high school students to continue their Chinese 

language studies after graduating from Global Village,ò said Linda 

Bowman, President of the Community College of Aurora. ñThis 

new program will create a bridge to unlimited opportunities for 

students who reach advanced proficiency in Chinese as a second 

language. We are honored to be able to create college courses that 

will be accessible to both high school and college students that 

will serve as a model for other colleges around the country who 

are looking to replicate a similar program.ò 

     Currently there are no Teachers of Chinese certification pro-

grams in Colorado. Under the FLAP grant, GVA will attempt to 

tackle this challenge by offering intensive professional develop-

ment to current Chinese language teachers, and partnering with 

Naropa University in Boulder to create an alternative teacherôs 

licensure program. Headed by Dr. Debra Young, Chair of the Edu-

cation Department, Naropa will offer an onsite program at GVA 

that enable teachers to be fully employed as a Chinese language 

instructor at GVA, while simultaneously receiving their teaching 

license. 

teacherôs licensure program 

through collaboration with 

Naropa University in Boul-

der, in order to increase the 

number of highly qualified 

teachers of Chinese in Colo-

rado.  ñConventional Chinese 

as a second language pro-

gram requires students to 

devote themselves to lan-

guage study at the expense of 

other academic content,ò said 

Ms. Burton. ñGVAôs Chinese 

Culture and Language Acqui-

sition Program will provide 

full Chinese language immer-

sion to students in early 

grades, and partial immersion          

ððcontinued  below ðð

Playground Committee 

is selling 

Mary Kay Products 

Pick-up order form at Front Desk 

Deadline is October 12th  


