We made some priorities for GVA at our last Parley/Coffee with Christina of the year.  Here are some of the things we discussed:
Priorities for next year
1) Classroom monitoring and coaching – Next year we’ll have at least three “coaches” to help Christina.  Teneisha Taylor will be the Dean of Students and be responsible for discipline and classroom management.  Cindy Lunsford will be here at least three days a week as our literacy coach, and Mimi Metz will be here at least three days a month to help with immersion curriculum.  In addition, Christina is writing a grant which would allow us to train more teachers while giving our current language teachers time to write curriculum.
2) Meeting curriculum standards – Miles McNicholas will help coach teachers in math and science.  We will also have a new middle school literacy program called “Step up to Writing” which will follow Voices.  We need to make sure that instruction is consistent through the grades, and that middle school students are ready for high school. 
SAC Report – The School Accountability Committee gave a report on the outcome of the parent evaluations filled out earlier in the year.  These will be used to help draft the School Improvement Plan.  Parents will get a synopsis of the results and the complete survey results will be posted on the website.   
Future Opportunities for our students - GVA is using input from the ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) to create a K-16 (college) immersion plan.  Mandarin students should graduate from GVA with an intermediate to high range of language ability.  Spanish students should graduate with advanced levels of language.  There are opportunities in high school for advanced Spanish instruction, but no local advanced program currently exists for Mandarin.  Christina will work with the CCA (Community College of Aurora) on an advance Mandarin study program which would allow our students to take community college language classes while in high school.  We are also partnering with the University of Oregon flagship program in Mandarin.
How can parents get involved? – A lot of ideas were given on ways that parents can help.  Since we are a relatively new school there is a lot of opportunity for parents to find an area of interest and run with it!  Here are some of the areas where parents could help a lot:
1) Parent curriculum committee – help teachers find teaching resources.  
2) Interview process for new teachers – a committee of native speakers, parents, teachers, and administration is needed to interview new teachers.
3) Photos of teachers – it would be nice to see pictures of teachers and their credentials in the lobby.
4) Standardize homework – a parent committee could work with teachers to standardize homework practices across grades.  
If you can help in any of these areas please e-mail Christina at cburton@globalvillageacademy.org

PLEASE JOIN US at the next Coffee/Parley which will be held on Saturday, May 9th at 10:00 am.   Please RSVP to Lisa Coyne so she knows how many bagels to bring.  lisa_coyne@yahoo.com
