Global Village Academy 
PTO Meeting
March 10, 2009
General Open PTO Meeting
PTO Members Present:  Charmaine Nicolau, Lisa Coyne, Renee Elofson, Estraia Banks, Mandy Emanuel, Moya Smith, Sofia Vallarte, and Patricia Parra
PTO Members Absent:  n/a
Others Present: Nancy Bortz, Amanda Baldwin, Folashade Adebayo, Paula Ramos
Meeting called to order:  6:15 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:  Moya motioned to approve the minutes from the 01/13/09 General Open PTO Meeting and the 02/07/09 Brainstorming Session and Mandy seconded.
Guest – Nancy Bortz:  Nancy Bortz is the Program Coordinator at Compass USA who is seeking host families for middle school students from China this summer.  Host families will provide culture and weekend/evening family time with the students for three weeks from July 16 – August 5.  The students will be involved in classes from 9 am – 5 pm Monday – Friday.  The PTO will put the word out about host families for this program.

Old Business:  
· PTO Manager/HomeworkNow – Mandy reordered PTO Manager for next year with the approval of the administration.  She now has full access to PTO Manager.  Mandy has set up a PTO account on HomeworkNow.  She will share the password with Renee who will work on putting minutes and PTO information on the new site.   
· Close of Bank Account – Estraia has closed the PTO bank account.  The PTO will use the GVA account from now on.   
· Town Hall Meeting – Charmaine attended an Aurora Public School town hall meeting.  Our PTO is doing everything that they recommended in the meeting to reach parents.  They discussed a new APS program called Achieve 3000 which offers web-based literary solutions for all APS students.  Charmaine will talk to Christina about whether GVA will be included in the program.  

Treasurer’s Report:  
· Estraia closed the PTO bank account and has a check in the amount of $17,352.70.  Charmaine will give the check to Christina for deposit into the GVA account.  
· The total includes money from the last two Scholastic bookfairs totaling $1226.49 which needs to be taken out.  

· $8,742.48 will be earmarked for the Playground Committee.

· Estraia took out $200 for a petty cash fund.  Charmaine has the money and will talk to Christina about keeping the petty cash money in Angela’s safe.  

· Charmaine, Lisa, and Christina will sign a Memorandum of Understanding as to the use of the PTO money.
Fundraising Report:  
· Mountain Man Easter Basket order forms have been distributed.  They are due back on March 26.
· The last day to buy Elitch’s tickets is April 13.  Charmaine and Mandy will talk to Christina (or Bart) about getting a check to Elitch’s on April 15 when the GVA money is due to them. 

· Some ideas for next year’s fundraisers include:  Bingo night, Restaurant Nights, Carnival, Book fairs, and $10 shopping card.

· We made a wish list of vendors we’d like to see on the $10 shopping card.  Mandy will research our options for purchasing the cards and will send the information to PTO members for an e-mail vote.
New Business:

· Teacher Appreciation Week – Teacher Appreciation week will take place from May 4 – 8.  Amanda will organize the room parents to do something special for the teachers each day that week.  Ideas include:  potluck lunches, scrapbook for each teacher, flowers, home-made cards, candy, wish-list school supplies, and gift cards.
· Scrapbook – Paula will be doing the scrapbook digitally with Creative Memories software.  She has not gotten permission to access the school’s Z: drive where the GVA pictures are stored.  Charmaine will talk to Christina about getting access for Paula.
· Sound System – Christina is negotiating buying a used system.  When we get the information on the new system we will vote on how much money the PTO will contribute.
· Turn Off TV Week – National “turn off the TV week” is April 20 – 26.  Charmaine had some ideas about get-togethers for GVA families, but we decided not to do them since the GVA Art’s Festival is scheduled for April 23.  Charmaine will still publicize “turn off the TV week” in the Village Voice and PTO Newsletters.  

· Back to School –We discussed ideas for New Student Orientation and Back to School Night.  Moya suggested that teachers call each student before school starts to meet them.  She also suggested having two-hour blocks of time for each family to come in to meet with the teachers and get oriented at the school to avoid the rush of a single back-to-school night.  There was discussion about the packets of information that go out to students during the summer.  Lisa will talk to Sharon Valt about some information that might need to be made clearer.
· International Days – The PTO made of list of possible countries to use for International Days for the 2009-10 school year.  The list includes:  Chile, Kazakhstan, Nigeria, Venezuela, South Korea, Scotland, Japan, Belgium, Brazil, Madagascar, Guatemala, and Peru.
Meeting Adjourned:  7:10 pm
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PTO Executive Officers Board Meeting 

PTO Members Present:  Charmaine Nicolau, Renee Elofson, Moya Smith, Sofia Vallarte, and Patricia Parra
PTO Members Absent:  Lisa Coyne, Estraia Banks, and Mandy Emanuel
Meeting called to order: 7:10 pm
Review of By-Laws:  Charmaine handed out the PTO by-laws with possible revisions.  The PTO will review the changes and discuss via e-mail.  
Proposed Officers:  The proposed changes to the by-laws included possible new positions.  New job titles and job descriptions are listed in the proposed revisions.  We will review and discuss via e-mail, with positions being finalized by the next meeting.  Current members will advertise and recruit new members for open positions.
Elections:  PTO elections will be held in May, with new members voted in by May 15, as stated in the by-laws.
Meeting Adjourned:  7:45 pm
The next PTO Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14th:   General Open PTO Meeting 6:00 – 7:00 pm and Executive Officers Board Meeting 7:00 – 8:00 pm.
